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1. Liturgical Calendar
2. Gospels
3. Hours a.k.a. Offices

• Hours of the Virgin
• Other Hours: Cross, Holy Spirit, Passion…
• Office of the Dead

4. Gospels
5. Prayers for Mary

• Obsecro te
• O intemerata

6. Penitential Psalms
7. Litanies
8. Suffrages
9. Additional Texts

Main Text Components in Books of Hours

Almost 
always 

present in a 
BOH
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Horae beatae mariae virginis



Psalm 50:17 
 Respons
Psalm 69:2
 Respons
Gloria Patri
Ave Maria
Psalm 94 
 Gloria Patri
Hymn Quem terra, pontus, aethera

Sundays and feast days:
 Antiphon
Psalm 8
 Gloria Patri
 Antiphon
 Antiphon
Psalm 18
 Gloria Patri
 Antiphon
 Antiphon

Psalm 23
 Gloria Patri
 Antiphon
 Versus + Respons
Secreto Pater noster
 Versus + Respons
Absolutio Precibus et meritis
 Respons + Versus
Benedictio Nos cum prole
First Lesson: Ecclesiasticus 24
 Respons + Versus + 

Versus
Benedictio
Second Lesson: Ecclesiasticus 24
…
Third Lesson: Ecclesiasticus 24
…
Hymn (Te Deum)

Metten

Hours of the Virgin: fragment (Matins)

Source: https://medievalist.net/hourstxt/home.htm 



Metten

“Hours”

1. Matins/Vigils
2. Lauds
3. Prime
4. Terce
5. Sext
6. None
7. Vespers
8. Compline

British Library (Cotton Domitian A XVII fol 74v)

© Gwyneth Thompson-Briggs



Metten

“Hours”

1. Matins/Vigils
2. Lauds
3. Prime
4. Terce
5. Sext
6. None
7. Vespers
8. Compline

Brugge, Openbare Bibliotheek, Collectie 
OCMW OLV Ter Potterie, Manuscript 4

Hours of the Virgin:
ff. 41v-89r = 96/326 pages



Metten

“Use”

Brugge, Openbare Bibliotheek, Ms. 324

“Use”: specific regional or institutional tradition reflected in the 
selection, order, and wording in Books of Hours



Brugge, Openbare Bibliotheek, Ms. 742 Brugge, Openbare Bibliotheek, Ms. 675

“Use”: specific regional or institutional tradition reflected in the selection, order, and wording in Books of Hours

Church Saint Donatian Bruges Dominican Order

Brugge, Openbare Bibliotheek, Ms. 736 Coll. KBS

Sarum (Salisbury)
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Brugge, Openbare Bibliotheek, Ms. 327: Hours of the Cross

Brugge, Openbare Bibliotheek, Ms. 327: Hours of the Holy Spirit
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Obsecro te
 (I beseech thee, Holy 
Lady Mary, Mother of 
God…)

Variations possible 
e.g. peccator vs. 
peccatrix
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guilt and 
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Saint X Ora pro nobis
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AB

AB

PER

PER

UT

UT

AB

PER

PER

UT

UT

AB/PER/UT 
petitions

Ab = From X, deliver us.
Per = Through X, deliver us.
Ut = That X may happen, we 
beseech thee.



Further reading

BOOKS OF HOURS, BOOKS OF HOPE 
Medieval Books of Hours and Their 
Readers. 
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