


COLLABORATION

4 primary partners
10 supporting partners
supported by the Flemish Government



PARTNERS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/about-
mmmonk/partners



- Abbey Museum Ten Duinen
- Historical Houses of Ghent (St Peter’s Abbey and St Bavo’s Abbey, 

Ghent)
- meemoo
- Flemish Heritage Libraries
- FARO – Flanders Cultural Heritage Support Centre
- Illuminare – Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Art (KU Leuven)
- Musea Brugge
- Henri Pirenne Institute for Medieval Studies (UGent)
- Interuniversity Institute for Public History (UGent)
- European Lettering Institute

PARTNERS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/about-
mmmonk/partners



Core team

Evelien Hauwaerts Sofie VerammeJuly Van MalderenKatrien Deroo
Manuscripts Curator
Bruges Public Library

Digital Librarian
Bruges Public Library

Project officer 
digitisation & education

Project officer
IIIF

Sarah Eloy
Conservator Digital 

Collection
Ghent University Library

Hendrik Defoort
Special Collections Librarian

Ghent University Library

With the vital support of many
more… 
(IT, education, communication, 
catalography, accountancy, 
photography…)



The corpus

823 manuscripts at 45 locations 



THE CORPUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover

▶ Saint Bavo (OSB) Ghent °7de century
▶ Saint Pieters (OSB) Ghent °7de century
▶ Ten Duinen (OCist) Koksijde °1138
▶ Ter Doest (OCist) Lissewege °1175

Ten Duinen

Ter Doest

Bavo + Pieters

Provenance



Zicht op de stad Gent (detail St-Baafsabdij) - 1564 door Lucas 
d'Heere; Gent, UB, BRKZ.KRT.0219 

Dodenrol St-
Baafsabdij; 
Gent, St-Baafskapittel

Duinenabdij, Pieter Pourbus, ca. 1571-1580; Groeningemuseum

Adrianus de But, Rapiarium
Brussel, KBR, Ms. 7978-79
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▶ Saint Bavo (OSB) Ghent °7de century
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▶ Ten Duinen (OCist) Koksijde °1138
▶ Ter Doest (OCist) Lissewege °1175

Ten Duinen

Ter Doest

Bavo + Pieters

Provenance



Panoramic view of Ghent (detail Saint Bavo Abbey) - 1564 by 
Lucas d'Heere; Ghent, UL, BRKZ.KRT.0219 

Dodenrol St-
Baafsabdij; 
Gent, St-Baafskapittel

Ten Duinen Abbey, Pieter Pourbus, ca. 1571-1580; Groeningemuseum

Adrianus de But, 
Rapiarium
Brussel, KBR, Ms. 7978-79

▶ Saint Bavo (OSB) Ghent °7de century
▶ Saint Pieters (OSB) Ghent °7de century
▶ Ten Duinen (OCist) Koksijde °1138
▶ Ter Doest (OCist) Lissewege °1175

Provenance
THE CORPUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover



Profile of the manuscripts

Religion + Science + Literature

Vita sancti Amandi
9th century
St Peter’s Abbey
Ghent, UL, hs. 224

THE CORPUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover



Flemish Masterpieces

582 MSS Duinen/Doest 

22 MSS Raphael de 
Mercatellis

Gregorian MSS Saint 
Bavo’s

Lambert of St Omaars, Liber 
Floridus, 
1121, (Baafsabdij)
Ghent, UL, hs. 92 

Ceremoniale Blandiniense, 
1322, (St Peter’s Abbey)

Ghent, UL, hs. 92

Evangeliarium St Livinus, 
9th century, (Saint Bavo’s) 

Ghent Diocese

THE CORPUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover Profile of the manuscripts



End of the abbeys → diaspora of the books

Saint Bavo (OSB) Ghent °7th century
1540 Emperor Charles V Saint Bavo site→ fortress Spaniard’s Castle 
→ °Chapter of Saint Bavo

Ter Doest (OCist) Lissewege °1175
17th century→ absorbed in Ten Duinen

Ten Duinen (OCist) Koksijde °1138
Books confiscated by French Revolutionaries → École centrale →
Bruges City Library //OR// → books hidden → Grootseminarie

Saint Peter (OSB) Gent °7th century
Books confiscated by French Revolutionaries → École centrale →
Ghent City Library → Universiteitsbibliotheek

THE CORPUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover



• Ter Doest 339

• Ten Duinen 287

• St Bavo’s 115

• St Peter’s 82

823 Mmmonk manuscripts

o Bruges Public Library 489
o Major Seminar Brugge 106
o Ghent University Library 86
o Ghent Diocese 12

45 locations

41 external collections in Europe and North-America 130

THE CORPUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover



New Haven (CT) Beinecke Libr. 1

Oxford Bodleian Library 6

Paris Bibl. nationale de France 7 

Sevilla B. Capitular y Colombina 1

Sevilla University Library 1

Stockholm Kungliga Biblioteket 1

Toledo (OH) Museum of Art 1

Tournai Cathédrale 1

Troyes Bibliothèque municipale 4

Utrecht Catharijneconvent 1

Vatican Bibl. Apostolica Vaticana 6

Westmalle Trappist Abbey 1

15

Antwerpen Plantin-Moretus Museum 1

Aylesbury Waddesdon Manor 1

Berlin Kunstbibliothek 1

Berlin Staatsbibliothek 3

Brussel Rijksarchief 1

Brussel Koninklijke Bibliotheek 18

Cambridge MA Houghton Library 2

Cambridge Peterhouse 1

Cambridge St John’s College 1

Cambridge Trinity College 1

Cambridge University Library 4

Chantilly Bibl. et arch. du château 1

Chicago Art Institute 1

Chicago University Library 1

Den Haag Koninklijke Bibl. 3

Madrid Escorial 3

Genova Bibl. Durazzo 2

Glasgow University Libr. 1

Haarlem Stadsbibl. 6

Holkham Hall 18

Leiden University Library 8

London British Library 13

Los Angeles Getty Museum 1

Lyon Bibl. municipale 1

Namur Séminaire 1



The Method

IIIF breaks through institutions’ boundaries



Ghent, UL, Ms. 92 f.56v; 1121; Lambertus a s. Audomaro, Liber floridus

What is IIIF?

GHENT OXFORD PARIS CHICAGO SEVILLA

Local systems for images and metadata
(local catalogue, servers, websites)



Ghent, UL, Ms. 92 f.56v; 1121; Lambertus a s. Audomaro, Liber floridus

What is IIIF?

GENT OXFORD PARIS CHICAGO SEVILLA

PROBLEMS
- Don’t communicate
- Expensive
- User-unfriendly



Ghent, UL, Ms. 92 f.56v; 1121; Lambertus a s. Audomaro, Liber floridus

What is IIIF?
IIIF API json

code

GENT CAMBRIDGE PARIS CHICAGO

Local
systems



Ghent, UL, Ms. 92 f.56v; 1121; Lambertus a s. Audomaro, Liber floridus

IIIF API json code

GENT CAMBRIDGE PARIJS CHICAGO

What is IIIF?

Local
systems

IIIF 
“packaging”
in json code



Ghent, UL, Ms. 92 f.56v; 1121; Lambertus a s. Audomaro, Liber floridus

GENT CAMBRIDGE PARIJS CHICAGO

IIIF tools and
websites

What is IIIF?

IIIF API json code

Local
systems

IIIF 
“packaging”
in json code





The Building Blocks

Digital images
Metadata
IIIF manifests



BOUWSTENEN
https://www.mmmonk.
be/en/about-
mmmonk/documentat
ion

Condition reports + Digitisation Ten Duinen manuscripts

Condition reports: 
- Checklist per manuscript

Procedures: 
- Protocol
- Weekly planning digitisation

Evaluation:
- Checklist for verification digital images

Manual for digitisation



Schaderegistratie

Afspraken:
- Draaiboek digitalisering
- Protocol en weekplanning digitalisering

Voorbereiding:
- Checklist per manuscript vóór digitalisering

Controle:
- Checklist controle digitale beelden

Checklist for Ms. 2/7 GS

Condition reports + Digitisation Ten Duinen manuscripts



BOUWSTENEN
https://www.mmmonk.
be/nl/over-het-
mmmonk-
project/documentatie

Excerpt condition inventory

Condition reports + Digitisation Ten Duinen manuscripts

https://www.mmmonk.be/nl/over-het-mmmonk-project/documentatie


Condition reports + Digitisation Ten Duinen manuscriptsBOUWSTENEN
https://www.mmmonk.
be/nl/over-het-
mmmonk-
project/documentatie

Excerpt from the manual

Condition reports: 
- Checklist per manuscript

Procedures: 
- Protocol
- Weekly planning digitisation

Evaluation:
- Checklist for verification digital images

Manual for digitisation

https://www.mmmonk.be/nl/over-het-mmmonk-project/documentatie


Condition reports + Digitisation Ten Duinen manuscripts



Condition reports: 
- Checklist per manuscript

Procedures: 
- Protocol
- Weekly planning digitisation

Evaluation:
- Checklist for verification digital images

Manual for digitisation

Condition reports + Digitisation Ten Duinen manuscripts



Condition reports + Digitisation Ten Duinen manuscriptsBOUWSTENEN
https://www.mmmonk.
be/nl/over-het-
mmmonk-
project/documentatie

Table of contents of the Manual

Condition reports: 
- Checklist per manuscript

Procedures: 
- Protocol
- Weekly planning digitisation

Evaluation:
- Checklist for verification digital images

Manual for digitisation

https://www.mmmonk.be/nl/over-het-mmmonk-project/documentatie


BUILDING BLOCKS

IIIF manifests

Metadata

- Enrichment with LODs (e.g. Wikidata) and English summaries
- New: scholarly description of 106 mss at Grootseminarie + input in 

LIS Bruges PL



Results Building Blocks Stage

- Condition reports ca. 700 manuscripts BPL and GS
- Digital images ca. 500 manuscripts BPL and GS

- Digital metadata 106 manuscripts GS

Ca. 600 IIIF-manifests BPL and GS

Ca. 100 manifests Boekentoren & Ghent Diocese

Ca. 50 manifests for 130 external manuscripts

BUILDING BLOCKS



Searchable IIIF collection



CATALOGUE
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/manuscripts

Mapping rules

Checking the manifest



CATALOGUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/nl
/manuscripten

Manifest metadata mapping for Cambridge UL Ms. Nn.4.1

https://www.mmmonk.be/nl/manuscripten


Manifest metadata mapping for Harvard Houghton Library Ms. Lat. 267

CATALOGUE
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/manuscripts



Adding relevant keywords for GS Ms. 159-190

CATALOGUE
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/manuscripts



CATALOGUE
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/manuscripts



KNOWLEDGE HUB

KNOWLEDGE HUB
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover
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KNOWLEDGE HUB
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover



LIBER FLORIDUS 
ANNOTATION-DEMO

Visualisation of multi-layered information

DEMO LIBER FLORIDUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/en
/about-iiif/iiif-demo-liber-
floridus



DEMO LIBER FLORIDUS
https://www.mmmonk.be/en
/about-iiif/iiif-demo-liber-
floridus



EDUCATION



IIIF WORKSHOPS
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/about-iiif/workshops

MIRADOR VIEWER

UNIVERSAL VIEWER

EXHIBIT VIRTUAL 
TOURS EDITOR

WORKSHOP IIIF
Use of IIIF images in education and research



MMMONK SCHOOL 
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
n/discover/videos/mmmonk
-school

https://www.mmmonk.be/en/discover/videos/mmmonk-school


MMMONK SCHOOL 
https://www.mmmonk.be/e
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https://www.mmmonk.be/en/discover/videos/mmmonk-school


LEARNING SCENARIO
https://www.mmmonk.be
/nl/onderwijs/lesmap-
lager-onderwijs

MMMONK LESMAP
Ready to use content for primary education

https://www.mmmonk.be/nl/onderwijs/lesmap-lager-onderwijs


VIDEOS
https://www.mmmonk.be/en
/discover/videos/medieval-
manuscripts-and-children

https://www.mmmonk.be/en/discover/videos/medieval-manuscripts-and-children


ART PROJECT
https://www.mmmonk.be
/en/discover/mmmonk-
inspires/kunstproject

MMMONK INSPIRES
Contemporary art exhibition



CONFERENCE
https://www.mmmonk.be
/en/news/mmmonk-
day-manuscripts-and-
iiif

100 participants



With the support of
the Flemish Government, 

the Flemish Masterpieces Council, 
and the Mmmonk advisory board. 


